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DEgGRIPTiQWt The Bosehill Cemetery Administration building and 
entry gate is sited on the east edge of Rosehill Cemetery facing 
on to Ravenswood Av. in the 58OO block north. It is the main entry 
to the 350 acre cemetery located in the northwest Chicago community 
of Lakeview. . 

The arched entry gate is centrally located between two other sections 
of the building which house offices to the north, and shops and 
maintenance space to the south. The building is 200* long and 
averages 40' in width, constructed of Joliet limestone block, and 
is two stories in. height, with a three-story bell tower on the south 
side of the entry gate- Its outstanding decorative features are the 
turrets, battlements, and gothic. inspired lancet windows. Interior 
spaces have been totally remodelled but the exterior remains 
essentially unchanged from the original. 

BgflTQRY : Rosehill Cemetery, the largest non-sectarian cemetery in the 
Chicago metropolitan area, was incorporated February 11, 1859 by a 
special charter from the Illinois Legislature. Among its 
incorporators were William B. Ogden, first mayor of Chicago, and 
Major John ff. Kinzie, son of the first white settler in Chicago. 
In 1864 the City Council of Chicago passed an ordinance prohibiting 
further burials in the Chicago City Cemetery (now Lincoln Park) and 
called for removal of the remains of persons interred there. A large 
number of these graves were removed to 'Rosehill. By 18*94 there were 
more than 25,000 burials at Rosehill and by 1959 the number exceeded 
14-2,000. 

Of the many notable Chioagoans who are buried at Rosehill, there are 
15 of Chicago's former mayors, a former vice-president (Dawes), 
and several of the most famous names in the fields of commerce, 
industry and mercantilism. a 

The Administration building and gate were designed by William W. 
Eoyington and constructed in 1864. The Castellated style was 
apparently a personal favorite of the architect who designed several 
structures in this manner prior to the Chicago fire of l8?l f most 
notable being the Chicago Water Tower on Michigan Av., the city's 
most famous landmark. The Rosehill design predates the Water Tower 
by five years . 

William W. Boyington, (I839-I898), Fellow of the American Institute 
of Architects, born in Springfield, Mass., studied in New York under 
a Professor atone, came to Chicago while still a teenager and soon 
began the practice of architecture, completing a major work. on the 
old University of Chicago campus in 1859 when he was only 20 years old, 
Many of Boyington's works were destroyed in the fire of 187I but he 
continued to participate in the rebuilding of the city designing 
various types of structures including religious, public and 
ommercial buildings. - 
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SIGHinCAMCE 

As one of the few remaining buildings by Chicago's well-known early 
architect, William Boyington, the Rosehill Cemetery Gatehouse stands as 
an Impressive reminder of Chicago's pre-f ire architecture. Examples of 
castellated Gothic are rare in the Midwest, and this stone structure by 
Boyington in being an exceedingly elaborate and well-designed example 
of that style ranks high among those few that still exist. Its excellent 
state of preservation without serious alteration or addition aids 
interpretation and adds to its general significance. 
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Interviews with Cemetery Officials. 

Numerous publications printed for the 100 year Anniversary hy 

the Cemetery Association, taken from original record material. 

Bi»te«phical Picticnary of American Architects Deceased, 1970, Withey. 

Andreas History of Chicago i Vol.2 
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